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Tangrams

This fun game, which originated in China, can help students learn about geometry. Using seven pieces (five
triangles, one square and one rhomboid) the challenge is to arrange them to make up pictures. The rules are: all

pieces must be used and pieces must be laid flat with no overlapping.

Below is shown how to mark out the cuts on a 4 x 4 grid. Also included are small and large templates that can

be used. Print the templates on card stock and cut along the lines.

To create tangram pieces, you will need a four inch (approximately twelve cm.) square, usually about one eighth
of an inch (two mm.) thick for a puzzle this size. You can scale this up or down, the four squares by four squares

part is the important thing here.

Draw a one inch (three cm.) grid on the material to make the puzzle. You then mark off the biue lines as shown
below. Cut your material carefully along these blue lines. This will produce the seven tan pieces; five triangles,
one square and one rhomboid. Make sure to cut precisely.
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