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Building a popsicle house is a fun and simple way to pass the time. You could build your masterpiece a million different ways,
but we've looked into it and have found that the very best one is to start by building four squares with sticks glued to them for
the walls. Once that's done, you can build your roof by creating two triangles with sticks glued to them, just like slats. Then
comes the best part - decorate to your heart's content!

1 Gather your supplies. You will need around 100 Popsicle sticks. You can buy craft sticks at a hobby store
or a big-box store with a craft section. You will also need glue. A hot glue gun works best, but children

should have adult supervision. Also have paper, scissors, and a utility knife.

If you don’t want to use hot glue, a regular bottle of craft glue will work.
Always practice caution when using a hot glue gun as it can burn you.

2 Lay some newspaper or brown paper down. Since you will be working with glue, it’s best to cover
whatever surface you are working on with newspaper, a disposable tablecloth, or something that will

protect the surface.

Hot glue can be hard to remove from surfaces so take extra precaution. Hot glue will also spill out of the
gun sometimes, so always set it over the covered surface.

3 Make four squares with Popsicle sticks. Lay down two Popsicle sticks parallel to each other, the same
distance apart as the length of one stick. Lay two more sticks on top of the first two forming a square. Glue

these at the corners. Repeat this to build three more squares.

These squares will become the walls of the house.

4 Glue Popsicle sticks covering the wall frame. With the square laying flat, glue enough sticks in a line to
cover the entire square. Place a line of glue on two of the opposite sides of the square and lay the sticks in

place. Repeat this to complete all four walls.

Be sure that you place the sticks tight together so that there are no gaps in the wall.
You may not have room for an entire stick when you get to the the end, so use the utility knife to trim a
stick down to fit in the final spot.

1 Build the initial frame. Take three Popsicle sticks and form a triangle, overlapping the sticks at the
corners. It doesn’t matter which of the sticks lays on top of which. Use a small drop of glue to connect the

sticks at all three corners. Repeat the same process to make another triangle.[1]

This basic roof uses just two triangles as the trusses, but you can make a more stable roof by making a
third triangle, which would go between the two main ones in the roof.

2 Lay Popsicle sticks to create one side of the roof. Place a dot of glue on the flat side of each end of a
Popsicle stick. Attach the stick to both triangles so that it runs perpendicular. Repeat this process until you

have covered the length of the triangles’ sides with sticks. Place the sticks tight together. Hold each stick in
place for at least 5 seconds so the glue will hold.
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Be gentle as you lay each stick so that you don’t pull any of the previous ones apart from the triangles.

3 Lay the second set of the roof slats. In the same way that you laid the first side of the roof, glue sticks in
place for the opposite side of the roof. Continue to be careful as you handle the roof so that you don’t

break any of the sticks apart from the roof.

4 Cover the open ends of the roof. You now have a roof frame that is open on either end. As an optional
addition you can close off the interior of the roof completely. Starting from the bottom of the roof, glue a

stick across the frame. As you add each additional stick, you will need to cut it slightly shorter as the triangle
narrows toward its apex.

Closing the roof off completely will add realism to your Popsicle stick house as this is how real houses
are constructed.

1 Cut out windows. If you want to enhance the house, you can cut one or two windows into the walls. This
is easiest to do before you glue the walls together. Take the utility knife and carefully cut a 1 inch by 1 inch

square in one or more of the walls.[2]

Either center the window or you can cut it off to the side if you want to.
To make further adornments to the house, you could use the pieces you just cut from the window to
create shutters on the sides or a frame around the window.

2 Cut out a door. You can make your Popsicle house look even more realistic by cutting out a door. The size
of craft sticks you use will determine how big the door should be. Make the door size most of the height of

the house and about ⅓ of the width. Cut the door out with the utility knife.

You can glue a piece of paper the size of the door opening on the edge of the opening to act as an
actual door. Bend the paper along the edge that you glue to simulate the door swinging open and
closed.

3 Glue the walls together at the corners. Take two of the walls and stand them so that the sticks are
vertical. Squeeze a line of glue along the inside edge of the stick on the end of each wall. Gently press the

glued edges together and hold for about 30 seconds.[3]

Attach the remaining two walls one at a time to complete the basic structure of the house.

4 Install the roof on top. Glue the roof in place by running a line along the entire top edge of the house. Set
the roof onto the house and gently press down long enough for the glue to hold. You also have the option

of not gluing the roof down and leaving it detachable so that you can place things inside the house.

5 Decorate the house. You have nearly unlimited options for how to decorate it. Use spray paint to paint the
whole house one color. Use a small paintbrush to paint the walls one color and the roof another color.

Attach fabric or gift wrap to give the walls of the house a pattern. You could glue moss, flowers, or sticks to the
house to give it a woodsy look.

Question

Can you use any other type of glue?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

As long as it is stable and doesn't fall apart, yes, you may use any type of glue.
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Question

What happens if it breaks?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

You may be able to repair it with glue, or you may have to start over, it depends on how serious the damage is.

Question

Can it be a different size?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

You can make it any size you want, you will just need more Popsicle sticks. Be careful, as this takes time and
patience.

Question

Can I use spray paint on the house?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

Yes. You may want to spray each side separately and let them dry before you glue them together.

Question

How can I make a working door for a popsicle house?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

Put pieces of tape on the top and bottom of the door, and then connect it to the house for an easy door.

Question

How do I tell my partner he is doing it wrong?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

Show him this article or suggest another technique of putting the house together and tell them the benefits of the
new technique (a more sound structure, more stable, etc.). Don't be afraid to help someone when they are doing
something wrong.

Question

How can I improve my design?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer
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Learn more

Practice, look up designs of houses and/or blueprints from famous architects, such as Frank Lloyd Wright. You can
also find blueprints for TV homes online, which could add a fun twist to your Popsicle house.

Question

Can I use less popsicle sticks than needed?

Qamar

Top Answerer

You can, but your house will end up smaller and less stable.

Question

How can I make the roof?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

Glue the same amount of popsicle sticks you used for the base and put it on the top.

Question

How do you supersize this design?

wikiHow Contributor

Community Answer

You can try using wooden planks instead of popsicle sticks. They are stronger and will last longer, depending on
what kind of environment you place them in.

Make a stranger's day. Answer a question.

This type of Popsicle house is mainly meant for decoration and may not stand up under rough play.

You can paint or decorate the house in any way you want once it is assembled.

Be prepared and gather your equipment first.

Always be careful when using knives, you can cut yourself.

When cutting the sticks, be careful, you could get a splinter.

Popsicle or craft sticks.

Hot glue with a gun, or other glue (such as craft glue)

Utility knife ( if you want to make a door and window)

Paper (optional)

Tips

Warnings

Things You'll Need
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1. https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/popsicle-stick-trusses-what-shape-is-strongest/

2. https://www.education.com/activity/article/Popsicle_Stick_Log_Cabin/

3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gKxbH-lRDk&feature=youtu.be&t=3m
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